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Introduction to Imagining The Future, Future You, and Far Out!

IN THIS GUIDE, YOU WILL FIND:

 º an overview of Future You

 º an overall introduction to Imagining The Future and 
its connection to the broader Future You project

 º an introduction to the Imagining The Future writers

 º the background to the development of the program 

 º an explanation of the relationship 
between the Future You Strands.

There is also a separate guide to each of the stories 
of The Callistan Cycle, which will be available as each 
story goes live.  You can download the guide to Far Out! 
here.  Far Out — Future You (futureyouaustralia.com)

FUTURE YOU
Far Out! is the first story of the five-story series The 
Callistan Cycle, as part of Imagining The Future, the 
new fiction strand of the national awareness-raising 
initiative Future You (www.futureyouaustralia.com). 

Future You is a digital program aimed at encouraging 
young people (aged 8 to 12 years) to think about 
careers in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics). The program also challenges 
traditional stereotypes about the STEM sector and 
the people who work in it. Funded by the Australian 
government, Future You is an initiative of the Office of 
Australia’s Women In STEM Ambassador, Professor 
Lisa Harvey-Smith (www.womeninstem.org.au).

Future You has multiple elements or ‘strands’, which 
approach the subject of STEM careers through various 
approaches and through different media. This is to give 
children multiple points of entry to the program, and to 
accommodate children’s differing interests, learning 

Welcome to the Teacher’s Guide to Imagining The Future, the new fiction 
program of Future You, which begins with Far Out!, by Lili Wilkinson, the first 
story of The Callistan Cycle.

PATHFINDERS, our short documentary 
film strand presenting inspiring examples of 
people working in different STEM careers. 
These films are supported by teaching guides, 
activity packs and careers advice packs on 
STEM careers. Four of these are available now, 
and more films are in development. You can 
find the Pathfinders films and accompanying 
resources on the Future You website:   
www.futureyouaustralia.com/pathfinders

IMAGINING THE FUTURE is a series of five 
short stories by leading Australian writers 
of fiction for young people, set on a moon 
of Jupiter. They feature young protagonists 
using STEM principles to grapple with urgent 
technological and environmental challenges. 
www.futureyouaustralia.com/imagining-
the-future

styles and intelligences. Future You has also been 
designed to provide teachers, schools and families a 
range of activities and resources, and advice on how 
to use them in order to form, encourage and nurture 
an interest in STEM careers.

All of the Future You resources are available free  
to download from the  Future You website  
(www.futureyouaustralia.com)

THE FUTURE YOU STRANDS
FUTURE YOU CURRENTLY CONSISTS OF:

REACH FOR THE STARS!

http://futureyouaustralia.com
http://futureyouaustralia.com
http://www.futureyouaustralia.com
http://www.womeninstem.org.au
http://www.futureyouaustralia.com/pathfinders
http://www.futureyouaustralia.com/imagining-the-future
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Imagining The Future is the new fiction strand of 
Future You. 

The aim of this strand is to take children into the future 
to explore the future of STEM careers through the 
medium of short stories. 

Currently, Imagining The Future is five short stories, 
all set in the future and all exploring the development 
of humanity’s first deep-space outpost, on the second 
moon of Jupiter, Callisto.  

Known collectively as The Callistan Cycle, these 
stories are interconnected. They are set in the same 
storyworld, with each story taking place at a different 
point in time across a 200-year story arc. 

THE STORIES ARE AVAILABLE:

 º in text form (as a downloadable PDF)

 º as a dramacast, featuring an actor reading the 
story, accompanied by a rich sound design and a 
commissioned soundtrack

The stories are also accompanied by activity packs for 
extension activities, and suggested teaching activities. 

The Callistan Cycle stories have been written with 
children in the 10 to 12 year old age range as the 
principal readership. However, they can also appeal 
to older readers, while many of the activities and 
resources have been developed to appeal equally to 
younger children.

The five stories feature diverse young protagonists 
grappling with a technological, societal, environmental 
challenge or an immediate physical situation of 
jeopardy, and providing a solution using STEM thinking 
and the employment of practical STEM solutions to 
the problems.

Each story explores a different STEM sector, and 
the practical application of STEM processes in its 
resolution. They also address the relevance of STEM to 
young students’ lives. 

IMAGINING THE FUTURE

Imagining The Future. From left to right: Alison Evans, Lili Wilkinson, Rebecca Lim, Melissa Keil, Gary Lonesborough  
Photo: Hugh Clark, March 2022
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These stories form a cohesive creative unit of work. 

Reading them will also encourage students to consider STEM as a career path via identifying and empathising with 
fictional protagonists who have a passion for such careers. 

The science fiction setting will encourage creative and inventive thinking and will not limit the reader to what is 
currently considered a career option. After all, the future of STEM will be guided by this generation as they move 
into our shared, unknowable future. 

They will galvanise and inspire young readers to creatively consider their career options and choose their Future 
You.

 º Robotics

 º Artificial Intelligence

 º Space Travel

 º Food Technology

 º Computer Programming

 º Resources 

 º New Energy Sources and 
Renewables

 º Recycling

 º Caring for the environment

 º Communication 

 º Infrastructure and Transport

 º Future Cities

THE STEM SECTORS EXPLORED IN THE CALLISTAN CYCLE ARE:

RELEVANT TEACHING PRIORITIES:

English Language www.
australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-
curriculum/english

STEM www.australiancurriculum.edu.
au/resources/stem

RELEVANT AGE/YEAR LEVELS: 

10–12 Age /5–7 Year Levels

Imagining The Future (clockwise):  
Rebecca Lim, Gary Lonesborough, Melissa Keil,  
Lili Wilkinson, Alison Evans

http://futureyouaustralia.com
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/english
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/english
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/english
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/stem
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/stem
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THE WRITERS AND THEIR STORIES
The Callistan Cycle stories have been written by five leading diverse Australian writers for young people, working 
collaboratively. 

THE WRITERS AND THEIR STORIES ARE: 

Far Out! by Lili Wilkinson 

Calculating Apple Pie by Melissa Keil (launching 2023)

Semper by Rebecca Lim (launching 2023)

Proof by Gary Lonesborough (launching 2023)

Earth Bound by Alison Evans (launching 2023)

DEVELOPMENT
The stories began life at a day-long workshop held in Melbourne in March 2022, and developed subsequently over 
four months, with the team exchanging notes, drafts and related articles through Slack.

The stories were then edited by Kate Whitfield, with input from Future You producer Dan Prichard. 

Scientific input and STEM sector knowledge has come from the writers’ extensive research into their particular 
STEM area, and from Women In STEM Ambassador, astrophysicist Professor Lisa Harvey-Smith.

‘We agreed we wanted our future to be a positive 
one – no bleak dystopian nightmares, thank 
you! Our future is inclusive, diverse and kind, and 
one where we are well on the way to solving the 
problems of climate change.  We were all drawn 
to the idea of space exploration so we came up 
with the idea of all the stories being about the 
establishment of a human outpost on Callisto 
(Jupiter’s second largest moon), with each story 
taking place at a different point on a timeline.

The stories are about hope for the future, as well 
as young women, non-binary and diverse young 
people solving problems using STEM. 

My story is the first one in the series and is about a 
fourteen-year-old girl leaving Earth with her family 
to be the first ones to arrive on Callisto and set 
up the outpost. Other stories feature characters 
learning to understand Callisto using traditional 
cultural knowledge from Earth and creating a 
holistic, non-destructive relationship with their 
new home. Like all good stories, our protagonists 
make mistakes, but then learn to fix them.’ 

LILI WILKINSON

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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LILI WILKINSON (FAR OUT!)

Lili is the author of sixteen books, including Green 
Valentine, The Boundless Sublime and After the Lights 
Go Out. She established insideadog.com.au and the 
Inky Awards at the Centre for Youth Literature, State 
Library of Victoria. Lili has a PhD in Creative Writing 
from the University of Melbourne, which examined the 
influence of young adult fiction on the politicisation 
of teenagers.  Lili received IBBY Australia’s Ena Noël 
Award for Scatterheart in 2010. Her latest books are 
The Erasure Initiative and How To Make A Pet Monster: 
Hodgepodge. 

www.liliwilkinson.com.au 

MELISSA KEIL (CALCULATING APPLE PIE) 

Melissa is a writer and children’s editor. She has lived 
in Minnesota, London and the Middle East, and now 
resides in her hometown of Melbourne. Her debut YA 
novel, Life in Outer Space was the inaugural winner of 
the Ampersand Prize, and was shortlisted for the Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award, the CBCA Book of the Year 
(Older Readers) and the Gold Inky awards. Melissa also 
received IBBY Australia’s Ena Noël Award for Life in 
Outer Space in 2014. She is the author of The Incredible 
Adventures of Cinnamon Girl and The Secret Science 
of Magic, and her short story, ‘Sundays’, is featured 
in Begin, End, Begin, a #LoveOzYA collection. 

REBECCA LIM (SEMPER)

Rebecca is an award-winning Australian writer, 
illustrator and editor and the author of over twenty 
books, including Tiger Daughter (Book Of The Year 2022 
(Older Readers), Children's Book Council of Australia; 
Victorian  Premier’s Literary Award-winner), The 
Astrologer's Daughter (A Kirkus Best Book of 2015 

and CBCA Notable Book for Older Readers) and the 
bestselling Mercy.   Her work has been shortlisted for 
the Prime Minister's Literary Awards, Queensland 
Literary Awards and Foreword INDIES Book of the 
Year Awards and shortlisted multiple times for the 
Aurealis Awards and Davitt Awards. She is a co-founder 
of the Voices from the Intersection initiative and 
co-editor, with Ambelin Kwaymullina, of Meet Me at 
the Intersection, a groundbreaking anthology of YA 
#OwnVoice memoir, poetry and fiction.  

GARY LONESBOROUGH (PROOF)

Gary is a Yuin writer, who grew up on the Far South 
Coast of NSW as part of a large and proud Aboriginal 
family. Growing up a massive Kylie Minogue and North 
Queensland Cowboys fan, Gary was always writing as 
a child, and continued his creative journey when he 
moved to Sydney to study at film school. His debut 
YA novel, The Boy from the Mish, a story of a queer 
Indigenous teenager and his first relationship, was 
published by Allen & Unwin in February 2021, for which 
he received IBBY Australia’s Ena Noël Award in 2022. 

www.garylonesborough.com

ALISON EVANS (EARTH BOUND)

Alison is the award-winning author of three young 
adult novels: Euphoria Kids, Highway Bodies and Ida. 
They are a contributor in the YA anthologies Kindred: 
12 Queer #LoveOzYA Stories and Hometown Haunts: 
Horror #LoveOzYA Tales. They run a fortnightly 
writing group for trans youth with Nevo Zisin, work as a 
children’s specialist bookseller and live on the lands of 
the Wurundjeri People. 

www.alisonwritesthings.com

Imagining The Future. Landing Party. From left to right: 
Melissa Keil, Alison Evans, Rebecca Lim, Lili Wilkinson, 
Gary Lonesborough. Artwork by Cassandre Collins.

http://futureyouaustralia.com
http://insideadog.com.au
http://www.liliwilkinson.com.au
http://www.garylonesborough.com
http://www.alisonwritesthings.com
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FUTURE YOU STRANDS
An important point to bear in mind concerning 
Future You and Imagining The Future is that the 
strands have been developed to complement, 
reiterate and enrich one another. 

The intention is to provide a holistic learning 
experience for your students/children, while 
providing teachers, schools and families with a 
rich and comprehensive scheme of work through 
which to engage young people in an ongoing 
and engaging exploration of the world of STEM 
careers, both current and into the future.

The stories from the Imagining The Future 
strand connect to the Pathfinders short 
documentary film strand, either explicitly or 
implicitly, and so materials from both strands 
can be used in tandem to provide a cohesive, 
profound exploration through different media of 
the STEM sector in focus. 

These connections are most explicit with Far 
Out!, while links between the other stories and 
both current and future Pathfinders episodes 
are in development. 

See the teaching guide to Far Out! for a detailed 
explanation of the links between the Far Out! 
short story, the Highflyer Pathfinder film and 
the Highflyer Challenge.

 

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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FAR OUT! and PATHFINDERS links
Far Out! looks at deep space exploration, robotics and engineering. 

The drama of the story revolves around a life-and-death situation 
created by the collision of a space shuttle with space debris, and the 
ingenious engineering solution proposed by the young protagonist, 
Stella, a skilled robotics builder with the dream of becoming an  
astronaut.

The STEM sector featured and the crux of the drama (space debris) 
connect directly to the Highflyer Pathfinders documentary film and 
the related Highflyer Challenge, and so the story can be used in direct 
conjunction with these resources.

The subject of the Highflyer film is aerospace engineer Renee Wootton. 
Renee talks about her love of flying and the history of her fascination 
with the machinery of flight. She ends by talking about her aspiration of 
being an astronaut.

Each Pathfinders film is accompanied by a Challenge, on the Future You website.

The Highflyer Challenge is explicitly connected to Far Out! as it asks children to consider the impact of debris 
when it crosses the path of spaceships, and then asks them to imagine a machine that can help clear this debris 
from space.
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