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PATHFINDER
LOUISE, THE FIXER
TEACHERS’ NOTES & SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

Overview of film

 º Louise is a heavy vehicle mechanic.

 º She also loves riding and maintaining motorbikes.

 º She loves working with her hands and working outside.

 º Growing up on her parents’ farm on the outskirts of Sydney, she 
helped her father fix the farm machinery.

 º Helping fix machines on the farm led her to qualify as a heavy 
vehicle mechanic.

 º She is also a qualified trainer for heavy vehicle and plant 
mechanics.

 º She finds great satisfaction in completing a job.

 º She is passionate about training so that other people can also 
feel that satisfaction.

Quotes

 º “When I was in school, I knew that I couldn’t sit still, and I had already made that decision for myself that I wasn’t 
going to sit at a desk. The idea of going to university didn’t really appeal to me at all.”

 º “When I did work experience on the big trucks. Wow. I know what happens on the inside of this big machine and 
it just felt so amazing. And I’m like, this is what I want to do.”

Subject Areas

 º Mathematics

 º Technology

 º Design

STEM Sector

 º Technology

 º Engineering

 º Mechanical

Future Jobs for Fixers

 º Transport

 º Mining

 º Shipping

 º The Armed Services

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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Teaching Points

 º Louise’s film is about how early interests or contexts can significantly influence career paths.

 º Louise points out that she didn’t want to follow an academic route and chose to learn on the job and through 
vocational training.

 º The film is particularly relevant for students who may not be interested in pursuing academic careers, and who 
may identify with Louise when she says she can’t spell or sit still.

 º The film also presents very attractive images of working outdoors and manual work.

 º The film explores how mechanics see their job as problem solving and the satisfaction that comes from that.

 º It also explores how training and teaching skills to other people also brings rewards. 

 º You can read the transcript of the film on Page 21 of this Teachers Pack.

 º Louise’s film also comes in the form of an IN DEPTH film. See Page 12 of this Guide for an explanation of this 
alternative form of presenting Louise’s story.

Lesson Requirements

 º Pathfinder Poster of Louise, Fixer (printed or digital file)

 º Link to the Pathfinder film:  LOUISE, FIXER 

or

 º Link to FIXER, IN DEPTH (See Page 12)

 º FIXER Activity Pack

Resources

FIXER Activity Pack

Fixer Activity Pack consists of:

 º a line drawing for colouring in

 º a join-the-dots image

 º a drawing grid to copy the image

 º a spot the difference

 º a wordsearch.
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LOUISE Bio
Louise knew that sitting in an office wasn’t for her from a young age, so she needed to work 
out what she was going to do next. She always loved working with her father on the farm 
and fixing farm machinery and motor bikes, so she decided to become a mechanic. But not 
just any mechanic, a heavy vehicle mechanic! She started her heavy commercial vehicle 
apprenticeship in 2012 at the age of fifteen and completed it in 2016.

After seven years of being a mechanic and representing Australia at the international 
WorldSkills competition placing 4th in the world she wanted to teach other people all the 
awesome things she had learnt.

In 2018 she completed her Certificate 4 in Training and Assessment. She then  worked for 
Westrac for two years as a trainer and assessor, teaching Heavy Vehicle and Plant Mechanics 
to apprentices and students from the ages of sixteen to fifty.

 Now she also helps other women pursue their dreams of working in a trade through life 
coaching using her lived experience as women in the trades and the knowledge she has 
learnt from her Diploma of Life Coaching!
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 Lesson Ideas

Pre-Viewing Tasks

The Fixer film looks at being a mechanic.

Explain that today the class is going to watch a film about a woman who grew up on a farm and what she learned 
there. While the film is not about working on a farm, a discussion around living and working on a farm is a useful 
point of departure from which to chart Louise’s path to becoming a mechanic.

Brainstorm things that you might find on a farm.  Students will probably suggest animals so nudge them (if required) 
about what ELSE they might find, and what tools farmers might need.

Ask the class if anyone has been to a farm or knows someone who lives or works on a farm.

The Poster

Display the poster of Louise, either as a physical poster or on screen.

1. Explain that subject of the film is called Louise.

2. Ask for a volunteer to describe what they can see.

3. Ask the class to get into pairs.  Ask them to look at the poster 
for 10 seconds, and then close their eyes or turn away from the 
poster.

4. Ask students to describe what they can remember to their 
partner.

5. Ask the following questions:

a.  What is her name?  Louise.

b. And what word describes her? Fixer.

c. What is Louise wearing? What colours? Overalls. Pink and 
blue, with a pattern on the sleeves and collar.

d. What is she holding? A spanner or wrench.

e. What can we see behind her? A tractor.

f. What colour is the tractor? Green with blue wheels.

6. Ask students to consider the poster again and how it could be linked to the description of Louise as The Fixer. 
What could Louise ‘fix’?

Vocabulary (which can be PRE-TAUGHT before viewing or explored after)

 º Mechanic

 º Engineering

 º University

 º Satisfaction/ to be 
satisfied

 º The idea of a ‘field’ of work  
(not a literal ‘field’)

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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Watch and Listen Comprehension
These comprehension questions can be distributed as sheets (See page 8) or displayed on screen.

Alternatively, they can be distributed on strips of paper (See page 9), with pairs/groups of students answering all 
the questions or one/two each.

Comprehension Questions

1. Name FOUR things Louise can do.

2. Name two things Louise CAN’T do.

3. How did Louise feel different from her friends growing up?

4. What decision did Louise make about a career sitting at a desk when she was still at school?

5. What led Louise into the mechanical field?

6. What is Louise’s first level of satisfaction?

7. What is Louise’s second level of satisfaction?

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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Comprehension Answers:

1.  Name FOUR things Louise can do.

I can ride motorbikes and I can do a cartwheel. I can teach people…I can fix big things.

2. Name two things Louise CAN’T do.

I can’t spell and I can’t sit still. 

3. How did Louise feel different from her friends growing up?

Growing up, I was like always with my parents on the farm, and I was just being a kid. Alongside them, then 
going over to my friends houses who didn’t have this environment. I was, like, you just stay inside all the time. 
Like, how do you even do that? I know not everyone has this, but I really appreciate being able to, you know, 
my parents work at home and being able to have that connection with them all the time.

4. What decision did Louise make about a career sitting at a desk when she was still at school?

When I was in school, I knew that I couldn’t sit still, and I had already made that decision for myself that I 
wasn’t going to sit at a desk.

5. What led Louise into the mechanical field?

The idea of going to university didn’t really appeal to me at all. I wanted to work with my hands. And I knew 
that. And that’s what led me into the mechanical field and then into working on the big trucks. I can learn 
stuff, keep my mind going, but also keep my body going at the same time.

6. What is Louise’s first level of satisfaction?

My first level of satisfaction was completing a job.

7. What is Louise’s second level of satisfaction?

The next level of satisfaction that I went to was teaching someone else to complete a job. This is what it’s 
about for me. It’s about passing that on and enabling other people to enjoy that feeling of satisfaction.

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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Name FOUR things Louise can do.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Name two things 
Louise CAN’T do.

1.

2.

What is Louise’s first level of satisfaction?

What decision did 
Louise make about a 
career sitting at a desk 
when she was still at 
school?

How did Louise feel different from her friends growing up?

What is Louise’s second level o
f satis
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n?

What led Louise into the m
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d?



9 futureyouaustralia.com

Louise questions as cut up and hand out activities

1. Name FOUR things Louise can do.

2. Name two things Louise CAN’T do.

3. How did Louise feel different from  
 her friends growing up?

4. What decision did Louise make  
 about a career sitting at a desk  
 when she was still at school?

5. What led Louise into the  
 mechanical field?

6. What is Louise’s first  
 level of satisfaction?

7. What is Louise’s second  
 level of satisfaction?

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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FREER PRACTICE
General discussion after students have watched the film

1. Ask the class who thinks that Louise’s job is interesting.

2. Ask who would like to learn to ride a motorbike and fix machines.

3. Ask who thinks they would like to work outside.

4. Ask who might want to follow Louise’s example.

5. Ask HOW the class think it would be possible to follow Louise’s path.

Refer to FIXER: FIND YOUR PATH career guide (available in the Teachers Resources section on the Fixer page of the 
Future You website).

Explain the concepts of apprenticeships, on-the-job-training and the differences between TAFE and university.

 

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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OVERVIEW: THE IN DEPTH FILMS
The IN DEPTH FILMS (also referred to as ‘FRAMES’), have been created to provide an alternative approach to the 
use of the Pathfinders films. 

They consist of: 

An INTRODUCTION by the hosts, Gen Papadopoulos or Callan Colley, to provide context for the viewing of the film, 
and to give students some pointers as to the themes and points of interest of the content;

The PATHFINDER FILM itself;

A SUMMING UP, in which the hosts reflect on key learnings from the films, and particular points the subjects have 
made about their career paths.

The IN DEPTH FILMS can be used:

 º in teaching contexts where there may be insufficient time in the school day to undertake the range of 
suggested activities above;

 º in the home, where they can be viewed by students and discussed with a parent/carer;

 º individually by students.

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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FIXER, IN DEPTH

Introduction

Presented by Gen, FIXER: IN DEPTH introduces the context in which Louise grew up and how this led to an early 
interest in fixing things. 

It gives a brief overview of Louise’s career pathway, from motorbikes to big trucks.

Summing Up

In the SUMMING UP, Gen explores the idea that hobbies, sports, and interests that students already have may be 
indications of where their future careers might lie. 

Gen also stresses that this may not be the case, and that the only thing students need to do is to ask questions (and 
not to be worried about doing so).

Examples given are an interest in motorbikes, drawing and cooking. 

Note, the reference to making foodstuffs from insects connects to the first episode in Season 2 of Pathfinders, 
featuring Entomology and Food Technician Skye Blackburn, coming in 2023.

Meet PATHFINDER: IN DEPTH hosts Callan Colley and Gen Papadopoulos.

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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THE CHALLENGE
THE FIXER CHALLENGE will launch in February 2023.

 Sign up to our email list or follow us on our socials for first word

The Fixer Challenge is a design task that prompts students to imagine a vehicle that can transport goods and 
people across inhospitable surfaces on other planets.

The Challenge is presented by Gen.  Alternatively, the script for the challenge can be found below (Page 14). You 
can adapt it and read or perform if for your class as you see fit.

The Challenges consists of students drawing a labelled picture, writing a description,  making an audio recording, or 
creating a computer simulation using packages such as Scratch. 

Responses can be uploaded to the website from the date of the launch of the Fixer Challenge.

Please note: we do NOT accept films featuring students for the Challenge due to privacy concerns.

http://futureyouaustralia.com


14 futureyouaustralia.com

The Challenge Script

Pathfinders 
EP: Louise, The Fixer

Watching Louise working on those big trucks got me thinking about the machines of the future.  

And this is where you can help. 

I want you to imagine… we are in the future.

On another planet!

And I need a big vehicle to help me drive from one town to another, carrying people and tools and other smaller 
machines that are really important to keep the town going. 

But this vehicle….it’s got to be able to cope with extreme COLD (like REALLY cold!).

And extreme heat (like REALLY hot!). 

And it’s got to be able to cope with crossing very deep seas of boiling mud.

And jump across big craters on the surface. 

And then there are the crazy winds.

Can you help? 

Design a vehicle I can drive that can do ALL of these things and keep me safe while doing it. 

Draw me a picture. Colour it in. Paint it if you want.

And also think about labels (to tell me what parts do what). 

Or you can write or record me a description. 

Go to the Future You website, upload your picture, written description or audio file.

You could get your idea featured there.

And there are actually some really cool prizes to win too. 

I can’t wait to see what you come up with. 

And I can’t wait to see you in the future!

http://futureyouaustralia.com
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PATHFINDERS, LOUISE, FIXER

Transcript

00:00:04:15 - 00:00:29:16

LOUISE

Growing up, I was like always with my parents on the farm, and I was just being a kid. Alongside them, then going over 
to my friends houses who didn’t have this environment. I would like let you just stay inside all the time. Like, how do 
you even do that? I know not everyone has this, but I really appreciate being able to, you know, my parents work at 
home and being able to have that connection with them all the time.

00:00:29:20 - 00:00:59:10

LOUISE

It’s like, bring your kid to work day every day. I didn’t, like come out of the womb and know how to fix an engine, but 
the interest definitely put me in a situation where it could come naturally.

My name’s Louise, and I can do lots of things. I can ride motorbikes and I can do a cartwheel.

00:01:02:07 - 00:01:18:24

LOUISE

I can teach people.

I can’t spell and I can’t sit still, but I can fix big things.

00:01:26:15 - 00:01:51:22

LOUISE

So, like when I was in school, I knew that I couldn’t sit still, and I had already made that decision for myself that I 
wasn’t going to sit at a desk. The idea of going to university didn’t really appeal to me at all. And I wanted to work with 
my hands. And I knew that. And that’s what led me into the mechanical field and then into working on the big trucks 
is just like I can learn stuff, keep my mind going but also keep my body going at the same time.

00:01:52:02 - 00:01:56:04

LOUISE 

The ability to, like, use tools and look at something and be like, OK.

00:01:56:04 - 00:01:57:15

LOUISE 

This is how it should be working.
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00:01:58:00 - 00:02:15:24

LOUISE 

How do I get it back to how it should be? Like it just applies with literally anything. I know how this works and I can fix 
this. 

When I did work experience on the big trucks. Wow. I know what happens on the inside of this big machine and it just 
felt so amazing. And I’m like, This is what I want to do.

00:02:16:05 - 00:02:25:08

LOUISE 

You don’t have to tackle the whole thing at once. You just do one step at a time, and then before you know it, you’re 
at the top of the staircase and you know so much more than you did before.

00:02:27:05 - 00:02:50:04

LOUISE 

My first level of satisfaction was like completing a job. And then the next level that I went to was teaching someone 
to then complete a job. This is what it’s about for me. It’s about passing that on and enabling other people to then 
fill that feeling of satisfaction. I want that for women in whatever it is, whether it’s building or electrical work or 
becoming a mechanic as well.

00:02:50:13 - 00:02:56:22

LOUISE

That level of satisfaction, I think, is what we should all be striving for. My name’s Louise, 

00:02:56:22 - 00:02:58:07

LOUISE 

I fix things. Big things.

00:02:58:16 - 00:02:59:18

LOUISE

See you in the future.
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