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Meet  
Dr Phoebe Meagher
As a wildlife conservation officer for Taronga 
Conservation Society Australia, Dr Phoebe Meagher 
works to release animals into the wild and save them 
from poachers. She also conducts wildlife post-mortems 
to investigate and protect animals from diseases.

While she only spends part of her time in the field, 
it’s her favourite part of her job. Phoebe’s work has 
taken her to the jungles of Palawan in the Philippines, 
collecting samples to help stop wildlife criminals 
trafficking pangolins. This forensic research even 
made it to the front cover of Australian Geographic 
magazine, which was an exciting moment for her 
as she’s been a lifelong fan of the publication.

Phoebe says she wasn’t that great at chemistry or 
maths at school, but she loved biology. Combining 
that with her love of animals and the wilderness 
created the perfect career path for her. 

She’s picked up a variety of STEM skills along the way too, 
like research, data management and problem solving. 
These skills are crucial to so many different sectors and 
fields, and are easily transferred into other job areas. For 
example, people with environmental science expertise can 
also apply their skills to analysing data for other research 
companies, tech companies or the finance sector. 
Problem-solving skills are great skills for leadership roles, 
and research is relevant to retail, media and industry jobs.

As someone who didn’t always feel like she belonged 
in STEM because she didn’t do science extracurricular 
activities or get top marks in chemistry, Phoebe wants 
people to know that science is actually really broad 
and that women and girls can bring so much to the 
table in this field. This is why she is passionate about 
diversity and wants to see more girls get into STEM.

WHAT DOES A WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION OFFICER DO?

Wildlife conservationists monitor and manage different 
habitats and ecosystems in order to protect them. 

They do this through research, which might look at 
preventing disease, restoring the environment, identifying 
extinction threats or coordinating breeding programs. 

They can work with zoos or public parks, or work with the 
government developing wildlife management policies. 

There are 4,200 conservation officers working in 
Australia, and women make up 47% of the workforce.

HOW DID PHOEBE GET THIS JOB?

Here’s what Phoebe studied:

 º Bachelor of Science (Zoology)

 º PhD in Animal Biology

There are multiple ways into wildlife conservation. For 
her studies, Phoebe chose the university route and 
completed a Bachelor of Science, majoring in an area 
that matched her career goals and her interests. 

After completing her studies, Phoebe spent eight years 
getting field experience as a research assistant at places 
like the Centre for Research on Ecological Impacts of 
Coastal Cities. She then headed back to university to 
complete a PhD. Phoebe says this additional study gave 
her further career opportunities, like being called upon as 
an expert speaker on sharks, platypuses and pangolins.

The skills she learnt in the field and from university 
landed her roles in places like the Australian Museum 
and the University of New South Wales, and now 
Taronga Conservation Society Australia.

WHY DID PHOEBE WANT THIS JOB?

A lifelong connection with the wilderness inspired her to 
find a STEM career where she could help protect animals. 
Now she works with echidnas, lizards and platypuses, 
plus her favourites — sharks and stingrays. It was vital 
to combine STEM with her passion, as helping animals 
relies on skills in science, technology, data and research.
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Next steps 
TALKING ABOUT ROLE MODELS

Showing your students the Pathfinders videos is 
a great jumping-off point for discussions about 
STEM skills and careers and why they are important 
(and maybe not what students think!).

Talking about role models and careers is a key 
part of contextualising the curriculum. You’d be 
surprised how much interplay there can be between 
students’ learning about maths, science and 
English and about people’s skills and careers. 

This is critical to an individual student as their experiences 
in school may set their conceptions about STEM for life. 
They may not ‘see’ themselves in STEM, but still relate to 
the tasks and roles of people working in STEM careers.

MAKING STEM PERSONALLY 
RELEVANT TO EACH STUDENT 

Think about ways you can connect STEM to your students’ 
interests. Here are some ideas to get you started:

 º Talk to your students about interests they have 
that may not seem at all connected to STEM — they 
might be animal-lovers like Phoebe, or perhaps 
they’re fascinated by fashion or football. 

 º Challenge them to come up with as many STEM 
skills as they can think of that could be used in 
that particular area. (For example, there’s a lot 
of maths and technology involved in making 
clothing, and sports science is a huge area.)

 º Do any students know someone already working 
in a STEM-skilled job? Ask them to develop some 
questions, interview the person and present to 
the class — even better, bring them in for a Q&A!

Encourage your students to think about questions like:

 º What were Phoebe’s jobs? Do you know what a 
biologist, conservationist, researcher or pathologist 
does? Could you work out what Phoebe does 
in her different jobs? Where does she work?

 º Who did Phoebe say got her interested in the 
wilderness and sea life when she was young? Do 
you ever go camping? Do you enjoy spending time 
at the beach, investigating sea critters, birds, and 

animals? Do you have someone in your life who 
inspires you to get outside and investigate nature?

 º Phoebe was intrigued by sharks and stingrays and 
animals from a young age. Are you passionate 
about fauna? Do you love going to the zoo, 
aquarium, animal shelter, or caring for pets? 
Do you like to get books from the library about 
animals, fish, birds, etc.? Where might you find 
more information about conservation careers?

 º What were some of the things Phoebe explained 
she ‘can’ and ‘can’t’ do? Can you relate to any 
of these points: can you scuba dive/snorkel, 
do a handstand, or care for animals?

Ask yourself: 

 º Do YOU have any particular interests that involve 
STEM skills — your skills or the skills required to 
create equipment/materials? (Let’s say you enjoy 
hiking — the land you walk through is managed 
by people using STEM skills AND you use STEM 
skills when you work to preserve the land.)

 º What STEM skills do you use in your job as a teacher? 

 º Are there any STEM skills you don’t have that 
you think would be useful to your job/life?  

WANT MORE?

You can also learn more about STEM yourself. Read 
up and get excited – enthusiasm can be infectious! 

 º Future You

 º STEM Equity Monitor | Department of 
Industry, Science, Energy and Resources 

 º Girls in STEM Toolkit 

 º Teachers’ Hub - CareerswithSTEM.com

 º GradAustralia 

You can find more Pathfinder 
films and other great resources at

“I want to understand how 
everything fits together.”
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