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Meet  
Dr Phoebe Meagher
As a wildlife conservation officer for Taronga 
Conservation Society Australia, Dr Phoebe Meagher 
works to release animals into the wild and save them 
from poachers. She also conducts wildlife post-mortems 
to investigate and protect animals from diseases.

While she only spends part of her time in the field, 
it’s her favourite part of her job. Phoebe’s work has 
taken her to the jungles of Palawan in the Philippines, 
collecting samples to help stop wildlife criminals 
trafficking pangolins. This forensic research even 
made it to the front cover of Australian Geographic 
magazine, which was an exciting moment for her 
as she’s been a lifelong fan of the publication.

Phoebe says she wasn’t that great at chemistry or 
maths at school, but she loved biology. Combining 
that with her love of animals and the wilderness 
created the perfect career path for her. 

She’s picked up a variety of STEM skills along the way too, 
like research, data management and problem solving. 
These skills are crucial to so many different sectors and 
fields, and are easily transferred into other job areas. For 
example, people with environmental science expertise 
can also apply their skills to analysing data for other 
research companies, tech companies or the finance 
sector. Problem-solving skills are great for leadership roles, 
and research is relevant to retail, media and industry jobs.

As someone who didn’t always feel like she belonged 
in STEM because she didn’t do science extracurricular 
activities or get top marks in chemistry, Phoebe wants 
people to know that science is actually really broad 
and that women and girls can bring so much to the 
table in this field. This is why she is passionate about 
diversity and wants to see more girls get into STEM. 

WHAT DOES A WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION OFFICER DO?

Wildlife conservationists monitor and manage different 
habitats and ecosystems in order to protect them. 

They do this through research, which might look at 
preventing disease, restoring the environment, identifying 
extinction threats or coordinating breeding programs. 

They can work with zoos or public parks, or work with the 
government developing wildlife management policies. 

There are 4,200 conservation officers working in 
Australia, and women make up 47% of the workforce.

HOW DID PHOEBE GET THIS JOB?

Here’s what Phoebe studied:

 º Bachelor of Science (Zoology)

 º PhD in Animal Biology

After completing her studies, Phoebe spent eight years 
getting field experience as a research assistant at places 
like the Centre for Research on Ecological Impacts of 
Coastal Cities. She then headed back to university to 
complete a PhD. Phoebe says this additional study gave 
her further career opportunities, like being called upon as 
an expert speaker on sharks, platypuses and pangolins.

The skills she learnt in the field and from university 
landed her roles in places like the Australian Museum 
and the University of New South Wales, and now 
Taronga Conservation Society Australia.

WHY DID PHOEBE WANT THIS JOB?

A lifelong connection with the wilderness inspired 
Phoebe to find a STEM career where she could help 
protect animals. Now she works with echidnas, 
lizards and platypuses, plus her favourites — sharks 
and stingrays. It was important to combine STEM 
with her passion, as helping animals relies on skills 
in science, technology, data and research.

http://futureyouaustralia.com


futureyouaustralia.comfutureyouaustralia.com

Next steps 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD/THE 
CHILDREN IN YOUR CARE FIND A 
REWARDING, SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Imagining what the life and career of your child’s or the 
children in your care will look like is exciting, but it can also 
be daunting. You might wonder if you’re giving them enough 
support, or applying too much pressure. Maybe you’re 
worried about their exam results, or that their hobbies or 
passions don’t lend themselves to a ‘good’ job or career?

The most important first steps are to allow young people 
to follow their interests and to nurture their strengths. 
Sometimes STEM subjects are dropped because they’re 
‘too hard’. But a student doesn’t need to be the top of 
the class to study STEM, and sticking with a challenging 
subject can mean developing skills like perseverance, 
which future employers will recognise and reward. 

Talk to your child/the children in your care to 
help them find a path towards a great career.

 º Ask them about their interests. 

 º Talk to them about which subjects they 
like, not what subjects they’re good at. 

 º Are there any jobs they think sound interesting? 

 º Do they want to know more about those 
jobs and what people in those roles do?

Studying a STEM subject at university is a great way to 
start a STEM career, but it’s not the only path. There 
are many highly paid, skilled and in-demand careers 
that your child/the children in your care could discover 
through apprenticeships or traineeships. They could 
start by studying at TAFE, or learning on the job.

STEM SKILLS, PATHWAYS AND ROLE MODELS

Everybody learns in different ways and at different rates. 
Talk to your child/the children in your care about the value 
of STEM skills across lots of different careers. You can 
discuss how STEM skills might be used in whatever study 
or career path they currently have in mind. You could also 
help them find role models with interesting and surprising 
careers. Making use of the Future You resources means 
you’re off to a great start! Other resources to assist on 
this journey include Careers with STEM, the National 
STEM Education Resources Toolkit and The GiST.

Remember, STEM skills can be gained in various ways 
and places. For example, Phoebe studied at university 
to build her scientific knowledge and spent time in the 
field getting experience in conducting experiments and 

remote field work. In both areas, she learnt research 
and data management skills that were a practical 
help to her career, and now uses them every day.

HOW DO THEY GET THERE?

In high school, sticking with subjects like maths 
and science and choosing STEM electives in years 
11 and 12 is a great way to build STEM skills. These 
subjects can also be studied or the necessary skills 
learned after school, maybe on the job, through an 
apprenticeship, or even through self-directed learning.

To work towards a career like Phoebe’s, your 
child/the children in your care could study:

 º Biology

 º Earth and Environmental Science

 º Mathematics

 º Media and communications

Ask the school that your child/the children in your 
care attend for a full list of electives on offer.

Phoebe chose a university path, studying a Bachelor 
of Science and a PhD to broaden her career options. 
Other degrees include a Bachelor of Environmental 
Science, or Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of Advanced 
Studies (Taronga Wildlife Conservation), which allows 
students to study conservation science hands-
on, while being taught by experts in the field.

Vocational qualifications offer another way into STEM 
careers, with Technical and Further Education New 
South Wales offering a Certificate III in Conservation and 
Ecosystem Management and a Diploma of Conservation 
and Ecosystem Management. One in ten of Australia’s 
workforce has a vocational certificate or diploma in STEM. 

Wildlife conservation is a sought-after area of STEM, so 
work experience can help those starting out stand out 
from the crowd. This can include signing up for volunteer 
programs at national parks, zoos and wildlife not-for-
profit organisations like Australian Wildlife Conservancy. 

Once upon a time, studying science, technology, 
engineering or mathematics might have limited 
your options to very specific careers. Today, in 
our tech-driven world, sticking with STEM means 
getting skills that will keep the door open to the 
best-paying, most in-demand jobs of the future.

You can find more Pathfinder films 
and other great resources at

http://futureyouaustralia.com
https://futureyouaustralia.com/
https://careerswithstem.com.au/
https://www.dese.gov.au/australian-curriculum/national-stem-education-resources-toolkit
https://www.dese.gov.au/australian-curriculum/national-stem-education-resources-toolkit
https://www.thegist.edu.au/

