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What is  
Future You?
Future You is all about showing 
children aged 8–12 the exciting 
career opportunities in science, 
technology, engineering and maths 
(STEM). Delivered by the Australian 
Government’s Women in STEM 
Ambassador, its key messages are 
that STEM skills are for everyone 
and vital for the future.

The Future You film program, called 
Pathfinders, presents real people who 
have found success in lots of different 
STEM jobs. The films come with teaching 
resources and activities, plus advice 
for families, educators and the children 
themselves who are starting out on 
their STEM study and career path.
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What is the future 
of work?
Jobs are changing rapidly today and 
there’s a big emphasis on STEM.

Jobs requiring STEM skills are 
growing faster than other jobs.

Years ago, if you worked in health, you might have  
become a doctor or a nurse. Today, many jobs in  
health require digital capabilities, such as using  
data to help improve patient care. In the future, 
even more jobs will require problem solvers, 
inquiring minds and critical thinkers.  

STEM skills are in greater demand than ever before, 
and jobs that require them are growing faster than 
other jobs. This has led to an increasing emphasis 
on the importance of STEM education to prepare 
students for the jobs of today and tomorrow. And 
you might be surprised just what those jobs are.

We need to expand our understanding beyond  
‘traditional’ STEM careers, to the much wider 
range of jobs that do, and will, need scientific 
thinking or maths and technology skills.

HOW DO YOU TALK ABOUT STEM?

When you are talking about STEM with your  
students, it’s important to show that it is relevant  
to everybody, regardless of gender, ethnicity,  
disability, family background, 
neurodiversity or any other factor.  

It’s important to break down stereotypes. There are  
still many false assumptions about STEM subjects  
and skills. For example, the incorrect notion that  
girls aren’t good at maths, or that you only need to  
pursue STEM if you’re planning to be a scientist.  
Research shows that many of children’s ideas  
about careers are already in place by the 
time they finish primary school1.

STEM is relevant to everybody, 
regardless of gender, ethnicity, 
disability, family background, 
neurodiversity or any other factor. 

As a primary school teacher, you play a vital role  
in breaking down stereotypes. Showing students  
a range of role models working in a variety of careers  
will help your students approach STEM 
subjects with an open mind.

It also offers the chance to get them thinking about  
their options, and open them up to the broader  
possibilities available to them. It’s true — 
you can’t be what you can’t see!

WHAT ARE THE OPPORTUNITIES IN STEM?

There is strong growth in jobs requiring STEM skills, 
and that growth is likely to continue. However, we also 
know that women, as well as LGBTQIA+ people and 
those from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, are 
under-represented in careers involving STEM skills. 

Fortunately, both government and employers are 
now addressing this, as we become more aware of the 
importance and benefits of a diverse workforce. 

People with STEM skills can be engineers, scientists, 
work in IT (Information Technology) and cyber security. 
But they can also work in fashion and beauty, banking, 
sports, for charities, on farms, and so much more. 

Employers are looking for people with STEM skills to work  
in health, retail, transport, law, business, conservation, 
crime fighting, teaching, and many other areas. 

This video is just one example of someone 
who found their own opportunity in STEM 
— and in a way you might not expect!

1. Hong, L. & Page, E.S. 2004, ‘Groups of diverse problem solvers can outperform 
groups of high-ability problem solvers’, PNAS, Vol. 101, No. 46

Future You PATHFINDERS  
Information Kit: TEACHERS

http://futureyouaustralia.com

